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= OLD TOLL ROAD AND BRIDGE TOLL TOKENS OF THE NETHERLANDS =
By F.J. Bingen

Investigations made at the Municipal Museum at Malm® (Sweden) regarding a recent-
ly discovered TT of that town--about which I shall report later--brought to light an
old Netherlands token. Dr. Vakir, the keeper of coins in this museum, wrote me the
following: "Our coin cabinet owns besides coins and medals several tokens from Swe-
den and from other countries, e.g., the Netherlands. We enclose a copy of a tram
token made of lead (thickness 4mn)." The rubbing showed the following token:

STRAATWEG NAAR BAVOORT
L 32 sd Tol Betaald

The translation is "Paved Road to Bavoort" / "Toll Paid". It is clear that this is
not a tram token, but an old toll road token. I must confess that though I am quite
familiar with the geography of my country, I did not know where to look for Bavoort.
According to a gazetteer of the Netherlands it appeared to be a hamlet in the province
of Utrecht, about 5 miles south of the town of Amersfoort, on the old road from that
town to Arnhem. Even knoving this, I had trouble finding Bavoort. No road sign gave
this name, but at last I found some houses in a group and a very kind woman in a bak-
er's shop (the only shop!) told me that with these five houses and the remainder of a
windmill, I had found Bavoort. It was a surprise to see on a small house near the
main road the sign TOLHUIS (toll house). It was a bit disappointing that no one could
tell me anything about the toll road, even the baker's wife, who seemed only interes-
ted in her--indeed delicious--cookies! Further investigation--to which Jonkheer Will-
iam H. de Beaufort, a descendant of one of the former landowners and builders of our
road, was very heloful--brought to light that in the middle of the 19th Century the
landowners living between Amersfoort and Arnhem (a distance of about 35 miles) had
joined in the "Negotiatie tot aanleg van den Straatweg van Arnhem naar Bavoort" (i.e.
Association for the Construction of a Paved Road From Arnhem to Bavoort). The road,
which after a few years was extended to Amersfoort, was a toll road, and to collect
the toll there were built along the road in several places toll houses, the last one
in existence (and only one still in existence) being the small one I found in Bavoort.
In 1883 the government took over the road and the toll houses were continued. In 1904
the toll was abolished on the road.

As the head office of the "llegotiatie" that built this road was in Arnhem, it
seems best to list the token under this town.

Our friend Yosef Sa'ar has drawn my attention to some other tokens which poss-
ibly could be toll tokens., Years ago he reported to me three tokens of the same type,
the obverse bearing an oval .with a stork with eel in mouth and the denomination,
either 10 or 12%, On his pieces the reverses had either the initials WP & Z or F.P.
(the latter incuse). The notes written on the envelopes in which he acquired these
tokens at a Chicago coin dealer's shop revealed that they were originally purchased
from Jacques Schulman when his offices were in the Hague. On one envelope they were
described as "gate or passage tokens" and "for 12% cent toll" on the other.

In an auction catalogue of the said firm, for April 9, 1912, there were offered
under No. 2648: "Set of six tokens for the toll between the Hague and Scheveningue
of 12% and 10 cents, each in three shapes."

There is no doubt these tokens were issued for the Hague, as the stork with eel
in mouth is the arms of this city. Quite recently I acquired an almost complete set
of these tokens, and it therefore seems good to publish a listing of them:

10 (STORK WITH EEL IN MOUTH IN OVAL)

Bz 27 sd F.P. (incuse) o
L 27 sd WP & 2 e
L 27 sd (blank)

L Pt sd o (pentagon) (25mm high; 26mm broad)

L

Sq Sd " (26mm)
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12)% (STORK WITH EEL IN MOUTH IN OVAL)

B= 27 8d WP & 2 (sa'ar collection)
L 27 sd 5 &

Liv 27 +84 F.P. (incuse) o

L 27 sd _(blank)

L Sq sd t -, (26mm)

The listing in Schulman's auction catalogue makes it likely there is also a 5-sided
12 piece which has not been located up to now. Schulman's allocation as toll tokens
is certainly possible. The old paved road between the Hague and the sea resort a few
miles to the west of that city, the old fishing village of Scheveningue, was construc-
ted as early as the middle 17th Century, and it has since been a toll road. The toll
was only abolished at the end of the 19th Century. So when Schulman Sr. offered them
in an auction some 15 years later it is possible they were still recognized as toll
tokens. As the initials on the reverse don't fit in with any of the names of the toll
collectors (a list of which is in my possession), it is quite certain they are the
initials of the manufacturers of the tokens., W.P. & Z. = W.P. & Son, and F.P. proba-
bly being the son. I regret I have not had the time to find out whether there has
ever been a firm of W.P. & Son in the Hague, which might have made these tokens. Nor,
of course, do I have confirmation that these are really toll road tokens. So if our
Cataloguer of World Transportation Tokens doesn't want to list them, even as uniden-
tified TT's, I cannot blame him, :

Volume VI of Josef Neumann's Beschreibung der bekanntesten Kupferminzen, Prague
1872 (Description of Copper Coins), lists under No. 35341 a lead token from a small
Netherlands town, Doesburg. The token has on its obverse a bird to the right and
DOESBORCH, and on the reverse VRY / BRUG. The diameter is 26mm. Like the Bavoort
token it is not difficult to allocate this token, as VRY stands for "free" and BRUG
for bridge. Doesburg is an old town on the river IJsel (sorry, a different river
from the IJssel which flows along my living place), and was situated on a through
road from Holland to Germany, and quite early there was a floating bridge over the
river. According to information supplied by the archivist of Doesburg, several auth-
orities had the right to pass the bridge without paying the fixed toll. The token
served as an indentification for those who could make use of this immunity, and it
can therefore be listed in Mr. Smith's Catalogue as the first Netherlands pass.

The World TT Catalogue lists in section six, page 242, three toll road tokens
used on the road from Middelburg to Flushing in the Netherlands province of Zealand.
My original report on these tokens, which I found in the collection of the Provincial
Museum at Middelburg (PMM), of August 6, 1960, to Mr, Smith was incomplete, so the
listing therefore to my regret is not correct. Meanwhile there have been discovered
several other tokens used on this road, in the collection of the Royal Coin Cabinet at
Brussels (RCB). Schulman lists some of these tokens in his catalogue of December 9,
1924 (S24), as well., So the time seems ripe to make an entirely new listing. The
general type of these tokens is the horse on obverse, and on reverse the letter M at
top of the token, the year in the middle, and the denomination in stivers (S) at the
bottom. Below, our readers will find a listing of all the tokens of this toll road
that are known up to now:

(HORSE TO THE RIGHT)
oL 23sd M 1806 6 S (RCB)
oL 22sd M 1809 8 S (s24)
oL 228d M 1824 8 8 (s24)
oL 24 sd M 1831 10 S (PMM)  (Smith 440 VA)
oL 22 sd M 1817 12 S (RCB)
oL 21 sd M 1808 15 S (RCB)
oL 24 8d M 1823 15 S (PMM) (Smith 440 VB)
oL *22 82 M 1803 24 S (PMM)
oL 22 sd M 1820 24 S (PMM) (Smith 440 VC)
oL 25sd M (script) 1829 24 S (RCB)

The shape of these tokens is very irreqular; size therefore is taking the average.
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